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A LETTER FROM PASTOR JASON

Dear Bethlehem Church Family,

Last fall, we launched a two-year discipleship and generosity initiative called the BE/CAUSE
initiative. BE/CAUSE is rooted in 1John 419: “We love because he first loved us.” Everything we do
as Christ followers is in response (BECAUSE) of what He has done for us.

WE SERVE BECAUSE HE FIRST SERVED US.
WE FORGIVE BECAUSE HE HAS FORGIVEN US.
WE GIVE BECAUSE HE GAVE HIS LIFE FOR US.

BECAUSE of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the church has been advancing for 2000 years, and in our
ever-changing and challenging world, we believe the local church has the chance to be a place of
hope and healing for all people. The BE/CAUSE initiative is our corporate response and belief that
God has more for us in the future BECAUSE of all we've seen Him do in the last few years.

We believed if all who call Bethlehem Church home would prayerfully accept this challenge, our
ability to expand across all of our campuses would become a reality. As your pastor, | am thankful
to God because of His faithfulness, and I've never been more proud of the people of Bethlehem
Church. Our society lives in fear and speculation about inflation, the economy, and the future;
the people of Bethlehem Church march forward with a spirit of generosity, trusting in a God who
provides and is faithful.

Our campus expansion couldn’t come at a more critical time. Since launching the BE/CAUSE
initiative, our church is averaging 1,000 more people than this time last year. All of our campuses
have added additional services to make room. At our 316 Campus, we took the unique and
unprecedented move to launch our weekend services on Thursday night. This decision has been
wildly successful. Our kids ministry areas are completely full each weekend, and we've never had
more people involved in small groups and engaged in serving on a week-to-week basis as well.
We've baptized more than 300 people since we launched the BE/CAUSE initiative. Our new 316
worship center is rapidly being built, and this fall, we will unveil detailed plans for expanding the
211 and Oconee Campuses.

We are excited about the second half of the BE/CAUSE initiative due to the fact that so many

new people have a chance to jump in and join those who have already made commitments.

As we continue this journey, please pray about your role in the BE/CAUSE initiative, whether by
joining the mission God has given us with a first-time commitment, staying strong in your current
commitment, or by increasing your current commitment.

We all are people who are changed BECAUSE of the gospel of Jesus Christ. | am thankful to pastor
people who are committed to leading others to discover new life in Christ. Nan and | love and
appreciate each of you.

Pastor Jason Britt
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PRIMARY GOAL

0% ENGAGEMEN

At its core, the BE/CAUSE initiative is

a discipleship initiative, so our primary
goal is that every single person who calls
Bethlehem Church home would actively
engage and participate in this season. The
opportunity before us is rooted in God's
faithfulness that is behind us. We love
Jesus more than anyone else because

He has loved us like no one else ever has.
We love each other because Jesus told

us that's how the world would know we
are His disciples. We love the lost because
that's who Jesus came for. In an ever-
changing world, the local church has
always been and is now the carrier of

the greatest message the world has ever
known: the gospel. Everything we dois in
response to what God has first done in our
own lives.
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We are asking, “What does it look like

to position, in the hearts and minds

of people, the reality that the greatest
cause you could ever give yourself to is
the church?” We are inviting everyone

to go on a journey of the heart in this
season. Do we live our lives in response

to the love of God? Because the love of
Jesus has changed our lives, do we live
with a generous posture toward God and
toward others? Are we giving in a way that
changes us, or has it become comfortable
and routine?

SECONDARY GOAL

27 MILLIO

This is a one-fund project. Every person’s journey of the heart
matters and impacts the holistic nature of the initiative.
Bethlehem Church is committed to helping others discover new
life in Christ, and through the BE/CAUSE initiative, this mission is
being accelerated over the next two years in multiple ways.
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BECAUSE THE CHURCH IS
AN ETERNAL CAUSE WITH
AN IMMEDIATE CURE

$15 MILLION

Together we will continue to invest in

our ongoing ministries and trust God

to accelerate the life change that is
happening week in and week out. The
current two-year ministry budget is $13.5
million, and this includes each campus,
every ministry, and every Gospel initiative
that serves kids, students, adults, and
people with special needs.

BECAUSE every community needs a
champion, we will increase our investment
in our local and global community by
committing $1.5 million in this next season.
The local church should be the greatest
source of hope in the community where
God has placed it. Our community should
be better because the people of God,
changed by Jesus, are an active part in the
life of the community. We will continue to
lock arms with non-profit organizations
who are doing the hard work of holistic
change in the lives of people in the hardest
of situations.

BECAUSE EVERY LIFE
MATTERS TO GOD AND
JESUS LOVES THE LOST
$12 MILLION

The reality is we have maximized the use
of every square inch of our current facility
and haven't come close to reaching all
the lives that Jesus wants to change.
Doubling our seating capacity at the 316
Campus allows us to then create new next-
generation space on each campus. Our
316 Campus will also incorporate a new,
multi-functional community and student
building with surrounding green space to
further expand our outreach and impact.




WE CELEBRATE

AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2023
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Commitments and
expected gifts

First-time givers

1,339

BE/CAUSE
Commitments
representing

3,429 total people

355

Baptisms across all
campuses + St. Croix

WHAT GOD
HAS DONE i

People attended Easter at Q ?
Bethlehem Church First-time guests 8

1,500
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1,239

Hours served by students
making a difference in
our community

Additional service
time added across all
campuses

Launched 1st ever
Thursday service at the
316 campus with an
average attendance of
506 people
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800+

Volunteers serve across
our campuses each
weekend
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Middle and high
school-aged students

31

Salvations
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IWON'T BAGK DOWN

Because of God'’s faithfulness and grace, we received
commitments and expected gifts of $31.5 MILLION last fall.
Therefore, we feel that God is showing us that we can go further
faster, and we are expanding our BE/CAUSE initiative secondary
goal to $34 MILLION.

BE/CAUSE The Church is an Eternal Cause with an Immediate Cure: $16.7 MILLION
(expanded from $15 Million). Because every step forward in generosity expands the
eternal impact of our local and global commmunities.

» Current Ministries, accounting for an increase in the cost of the current
economic environment.

- Continued expanded investment in local non-profits serving the least
of these, planting new churches and revitalizing existing churches, and
expanding our global impact through new initiatives.

BE/CAUSE Every Life Matters to God and Jesus Loves the Lost: $17.3 MILLION
(expanded from $12 Million). Because the generosity of God's people and the
expansion of His kingdom have always gone hand in hand, this will be through a
three-pronged approach to further expand our outreach.

» 316 Campus:

New 1800 Seat Auditorium

New Kids and Buddies spaces

New Student/Community building
< 211 Campus:

Expanded Kids and Student spaces

« Oconee Campus:
Expanded Kids and Student spaces

*Additional facility costs to be covered by fair market value sale of current 316 Campus
location to Bethlehem Christian Academy and financing from a ministry partner.




WHAT IS

YOUR ROLE?

Throughout the last year, we've seen God do amazing things in
and through us, impacting our local community and across the
globe. He has given us every reason to trust Him, and we respond

by honoring Him with our first and best.

NEW COMMITMENT
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You recently joined our church family and are wondering, “What is the BE/CAUSE
initiative, and how do | become a part of it?” The BE/CAUSE initiative is for anyone who
would call Bethlehem Church their church home, and we welcome you to the family!
We hope you will join us on this journey as we respond to God based on all that we
have seen Him do in our midst, personally and corporately.

FINISH STRONG

Others made a commitment one year ago, and for some of us, this journey has been
more difficult than we envisioned. You may have gone to an entirely new level in your
generosity and are still adjusting to it. Perhaps you have experienced job loss, job
change, or unexpected financial expenses. Persevere to finish strong in this journey
you began. We all stand together, encouraging one another. We know that God is
faithful. He will provide, and we want to finish strong in our commitment to the
BE/CAUSE initiative.

INCREASE
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Some of us made our BE/CAUSE commitment a year ago, and we may have had

an increase in faith or finances. It doesn't mean keeping our commitment has been
easy because it has likely required a lot of sacrifices. But, you may be sensing the

Lord stretching you to take an additional step of faith in your generosity by increasing
your commitment. Generosity is not a one-time event, it is a journey. Consider asking
yourself these questions: “Am | giving in a way that challenges me?” “Do we live with a
generous posture toward God and others?” Pray and ask yourself if He is inviting you
into another step of faith with an increased commitment.

[BE /CAUSE]

HE DID. | WILL.

PRIMARY GOAL: 100% ENGAGEMENT

We want every single person to take his or her next
step in discipleship and grow in generosity.

SECONDARY GOAL: $34 MILLION
expanded from $27 Million

BECAUSE THE CHURCH IS AN ETERNAL CAUSE
WITH AN IMMEDIATE CURE: $16.7 MILLION
expanded from $15 Million
Because every step forward in generosity expands the eternal
impact of our local and global communities, we will continue
to fund ministry operations at each campus, as well as invest
in our local community and global partners.

BECAUSE EVERY LIFE MATTERS TO GOD AND
JESUS LOVES THE LOST: $17.3 MILLION
expanded from $12 Million
Because the generosity of God's people and the expansion of His
kingdom have always gone hand in hand, this will be through a
three-pronged approach to further expand our outreach.

316 Campus: New 1800 Seat Auditorium - New Kids and Buddies
spaces - New Student/Community building

211 Campus: Expansion of Kids and Student spaces

Oconee Campus: Expansion of Kids and Student spaces

I AM NEW TO BE/CAUSE

. | would like to make a 12-month commitment to the BE/CAUSE

initiative in the amount of:

December 2023-December 2024
*This includes your regular giving over the next 12 months as well as your
expanded giving and stored resources.

1 AM ALREADY COMMITTED TO BE/CAUSE

My current two-year commitment is:

December 2022-December 2024
At the midpoint of BE/CAUSE, | would like to:

. Confirm my commitment to finish strong

. Increase my two-year commitment to:

December 2022-December 2024

‘ Name

‘ Address

‘ City

‘ Email

‘ Phone Church Campus

We've included a sample commitment card in the back pocket of this book. You can use this as

a tool to pray about your commitment and what that will mean for your journey with God as we

approach the midpoint of the BE/CAUSE initiative. You can either bring that exact card or we wiill
have a new one for you on Commmitment Weekend, November 2nd and 5th.




OURNEY OF GENEROSIT

This tool is designed to help you move from money being an
idol, to money being a tool for God's Kingdom.
The journey focuses on the condition of our hearts, further
transforming us into the likeness of Christ.

Each step of the journey represents growth in a AN
lifestyle of generosity and sacrifice.
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AN
INITIAL
GIVER

is sommeone who decides to
give for the first time out of a
response to God’s Word about
giving. This is sommeone who
chooses to give something and
trust God and the leaders of
the church with this gift. They
experience the initial joy of
putting Jesus’ words into action
(Matthew 7:24).

s

A
CONSISTENT
GIVER

is someone who decides to
give something and give it
consistently to exercise the
discipline of giving as a disciple
of Jesus. Often, someone who
chooses to make an online
recurring gift will be someone
who is learning the joy of
consistency. Non-online givers
can also be consistent givers;
it just requires more discipline.
They experience the joy of
excelling in this grace of giving
(2 Corinthians 8:7).

J
A
PRIORITY
GIVER

is sommeone who understands
the pre-eminence of Christ
and that He is before all things
—that all things were created
by Him, for Him, through Him,
and to Him. This giver places
such a significant priority

on their giving that it drives
their spending and saving,

as opposed to their spending
and saving driving their giving.
They experience the freedom
of serving “one master” and
declaring Jesus is first (Matthew
6:19-24 and Colossians 1:15-20).

A
SURRENDERED
GIVER

is someone who recognizes
that Christ surrendered His
whole self for us, and therefore
we desire to offer our entire
selves to Him in love (Ephesians
5:1-2). This giver would say, “My
giving is not just changing

my spending and saving. It's
also changing me!” They also
look at what they're not giving
away and ask, “Is it surrendered
too?" This informs how they
use everything they've been
blessed and entrusted with
—whether through direct
monetary giving or a God-
honoring use of an existing
resource like a home or vehicle.

ETERNAL
GIVER

is someone who sees the
eternal impact of their giving
—on them and on others — not
just the immediate programs
and ministries it helps
accomplish. This giver has been
captivated by the knowledge
that the more they are led

to “do good... to be generous
and ready to share,” the more
they “take hold of that which is
truly life” (1 Timothy 6:19). This
person looks at what they have
and asks, “Am | stewarding
this for God's Kingdom or for
me?" This encourages them

to keep growing! They make
all decisions (big purchases,
savings, giving, relationships,
areas of service) in light of

how it will affect their eternal
impact.
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MESSAGE

NOTES

& GROUP
DISCUSSION
NOTES

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until
the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for
the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

The Ascension

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father
has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold,
two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,

a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper
room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the
son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all
about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who
arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.”
18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he
burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is,
Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms,

“‘May his camp become desolate,
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and
“Let another take his office.

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up
from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have
chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside

to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.
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